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INTRODUCTION 

Overview of the British Sub-Aqua Club 

Introduction 

The British Sub-Aqua Club (BSAC) was formed on the 15th of October 1953 at an inaugural 
meeting in the Waldorf Hotel, London. 

The BSAC's operations are devoted to the interests of all amateur divers, whether 
snorkellers or SCUBA (Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus) divers, in Great 
Britain and to its members overseas.  

The BSAC is responsible for establishing and monitoring recreational diving standards for 
these activities. It also actively and successfully campaigns, on its own and with other 
bodies, to preserve access and the freedom of the sea and to conserve the resources of the 
underwater world for divers of the future. 

The growth of the British Sub-Aqua Club has been impressive. At the time of its first Annual 
General Meeting on December 10th 1953, the Club had approximately 100 members. By 
January 1955, the membership had grown to over 1,100 and today it has in excess of 
35,000 members in some 1,200 Branches worldwide.  

The BSAC is the largest single diving club in the world. 

BSAC Aims & Objectives 

“To promote underwater sport, exploration, science and related studies, to promote safety in 
these activities and by co-operation with other organisations with related objects to provide 
the widest exchange of knowledge and experience therein, and by setting and maintaining 
the highest standards to sustain recognition as the governing body for all such amateur 
activity.” 

History of Bath Sub-Aqua Club 

Bath Sub-Aqua Club (BathSAC) is a branch of the British Sub-Aqua Club (BSAC), branch 
number 33 to be precise, and was first registered in 1956. The branch evolved from the Reef 
Raiders, a group formed by an assembly of friends who, in the 1950's, shared an interest in 
the 'new' recreational sport of scuba diving.  

Scuba diving for them was very different from today; for example regulators were custom 
made by their owners from gas regulator valves and rubber twin hoses. Tanks were begged 
and borrowed from the fire service and they were small and low pressure. Luxuries such as 
underwater torches, watches or contents gauges were unheard of and wet suit material was 
not readily available, divers went diving in thick fisherman's jumpers and woolly hats!!!  

One of those founder members continued to support and dive with the club for over 30 years 
until his death in 1988. The clubs largest boat “UNCLE JOHN” takes his nickname. 

The club now has approximately 50 members but this number fluctuates as members join or 
leave due to family commitments or job changes. 
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New to Scuba Diving 

It's easy to try scuba diving. A try-dive can help you save time and money by finding out in 
advance if you like diving. We offer free try-dive sessions for first-timers during our regular 
pool sessions on a Wednesday evening. 

Each try-dive is about 1 hour long and is taken by one of our qualified and experienced 
BSAC instructors. They will first show you the basic scuba equipment and how to assemble 
it, then take you into the pool to show you how to breathe and move about underwater. 

We provide all the equipment - all you need to do is bring a swimming costume and a T-shirt 
or similar. At the pub afterwards, we will explain all you need to know about the club, the 
training and the equipment, and answer any questions you might have.  

So you’ve completed the try-dive and loved it or always wanted to learn to dive....the next 
step is to enrol on the BSAC Ocean Diver course which is the entry level diving qualification 
and a perfect introduction to the sport. 

Divers from other Agencies 

We welcome trained divers who have previously commenced or completed training with 
other diving organisations. Currently over one third of all BSAC members have previously 
dived with PADI or other organisations. 

You can join the branch and enjoy diving with us within the recommendations/limitations of 
your existing qualification and BSAC Safe Diving Practices (whichever is the more 
conservative). 

We also offer you the opportunity to continue your training and development as a diver within 
the BSAC by training for higher qualification levels and by attending BSAC Skill 
Development Courses (SDCs).  

Should you wish to further your diver training with the BSAC, the qualifications you already 
hold are recognised as a starting point for further training by the issue of a Statement of 
Alternative Training (SALT) page, issued as part of the training pack you will purchase. 

To obtain further diver training with the BSAC the process is as follows: 

a) Join the branch and the BSAC. 
b) We will order you a 'Crossover Training Pack’ for the next BSAC diver grade. The 

'Crossover Training Pack’ will include the Student Notes and a BSAC Qualification 
Record Book - with an extra SALT page to record the previous training. 

c) On completion of the course, you will be a BSAC qualified diver at that new grade. 

With this SALT process, you may train for the next higher BSAC qualification. The SALT 
process has to assume you have only just obtained the certificate you hold. It cannot offer 
any further credit for variables such as additional diving experience gained since the 
qualification was achieved, or training undertaken on incomplete courses.  

It should be noted that the SALT process only applies to diving qualifications and not to 
instructor qualifications. 
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BathSAC Contact Details 

Website 

Loads of useful information can be found on our club website at the address below. 

http://www.bath-divers.co.uk  

Email distribution list 

The club runs an email distribution list. Once you have become a member and given us your 
email address you will be registered on it. The distribution list is set up so that any member 
of the club can send an email to the club members (provided you send it from the same 
email address which is registered to receive the emails!). 

bath-bsac@drogon.net  

Website email address 

If you need to contact the club and are not registered on the list then a couple of members 
read the emails that come through the club website. 

contact@bath-divers.co.uk  

BSAC Contact Details 

Website 

Loads of useful information on the British Sub-Aqua Club and scuba diving. 

http://www.bsac.com  

Postal Address 

British Sub-Aqua Club 
Telford's Quay 
South Pier Road 
Ellesmere Port 
Cheshire  
CH65 4FL  
 
Telephone:  0151 350 6200  
Email:  info@bsac.com  
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CLUB MEETINGS 

Swimming Pool 

An inherent part of all initial scuba diving training involves practicing and developing the 
skills required to conduct Scuba Diving safely. BathSAC is no exception to many other clubs 
and hires a Swimming Pool (Prior Park College) for one hour (8pm to 9pm) every 
Wednesday for club members to use for training, checking new kit configurations, snorkelling 
or just swimming. 

 
Prior Park College front gates 

 

 
Swimming Pool looking towards the shallow 

end 

 
Prior Park Swimming Pool Location 
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The Forrester & Flower Pub 

The club meets at The Forrester & Flower 
Pub at 9pm every Wednesday, just after 
the pool training. We sit in the room 
though the door just to the right hand side 
of the bar. 
 
172 Bradford Road 
Combe Down 
Bath  
BA2 5BZ 
Tel: 01225 837 671 
 
This is the venue to discover what's on? 
Who is this week’s Dive Manager? and 
where the weekend's diving will take 
place? This information and more is 
contained in the Chairman’s Folder, a 
blue ring binder passed around at the 
pub. 

 

 
The Forrester & Flower Pub Location 
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Social Events 

The club holds a number of social events throughout the year a number of annual events 
and others are organised on an adhoc basis. 

Christmas Party 

Every year the club holds a Black Tie Christmas Party at a venue in or near Bath. Previous 
locations have included the Green Park Brasserie and the Hilton Hotel. The evening usually 
consists of a dinner and disco where we get the opportunity to see your moves out of a dry 
suit! 

Summer BBQ 

The club also holds an annual summer barbeque which is usually held a members house. 
Bring along some booze and some food and enjoy the delights of a summer evening out of 
the water! 
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TRAINING WITH BATH SUB-AQUA CLUB 

First Step 

While you will need to be reasonably fit for the Ocean Diver course, it is by no means an 
endurance test. Provided that you are over the age of 12, a reasonable swimmer and in 
good health, you're ready to take that first step to becoming a diver.  

Through a combination of theory lessons, pool sessions and open water experience, you'll 
learn your new diving skills progressively and at your own pace. You will develop your skills 
in the safe confines of a swimming pool or sheltered water before progressing to your first 
open water dives and your Ocean Diver qualification.  

As a newly qualified diver, you can continue through BSAC’s diver grades and learn new 
specialist diving skills. You can dive regularly in the UK or add a new dimension to your next 
holiday abroad. 

BSAC's current training classifications start at OCEAN DIVER and progress through 
SPORTS DIVER, DIVE LEADER, ADVANCED DIVER and finally FIRST CLASS DIVER. 
The BSAC qualifications have direct equivalents with those offered by other dive association 
and are recognised by other organisations abroad.  

The club offers training up to and including Advanced Diver level. 

Training Locations 

During your period of training, sheltered water training dives will be organised at a local 
venue known by club members as ‘the pond’ or Vobster Quay.  

The pond is a Wessex Water reservoir, located in Ladymead and when full it has a 
maximum depth of 13m. It is a good sheltered water location with a gently sloping base; 
much of the reservoir is at 6m or less. Unfortunately there is little to see but if you are lucky 
you may spot a trout! 

Vobster Quay is a disused quarry located about 14miles south of Bath with 36-acres of fresh 
water in depths ranging from 6 metres to 36 metres. It is an excellent facility to conduct all 
sorts of training. 

Scuba Diving Equipment 

When you start training with us we will 
expect you to buy the basic equipment 
which includes a mask, fins and a snorkel.  

We are more than happy to give you 
recommendations on what to buy because 
as you will find out there is a large range 
out there!! 
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The club has a number of sets of SCUBA equipment for you to use during your training. The 
only items of kit that we don’t have are suits which you will need when you dive in the pond, 
quarry or sea. However, these can initially be rented from dive shops or borrowed from club 
members. 

6 x 12 litre steel tanks 232 bar  
6 x Buoyancy Compensation Device (BCD)  
6 x Weight belts and lead weights  
6 x Regulators. 

BSAC Qualifications 

BSAC has reviewed and modernised its training programme and harmonised it with other 
diving organisations such as PADI. Thus BSAC qualifications now have direct equivalents 
and are recognised by other organisations around the world. 

After your initial joining fee your monthly club membership fee covers club training up to 
Advanced Diver level, but not external Skill Development Courses. 

The current diving and instructing qualifications in the British Sub-Aqua Club are shown in 
the figure below. The diving qualifications are explained further in the following paragraphs: 
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Ocean Diver 

This course provides you with the essential knowledge and skills needed to prepare you for 
open water diving. Learning to dive is all about learning to use your equipment properly and 
safely. The ocean diver training course concentrates on preparing you for this in the safety of 
a swimming pool or sheltered water and then introducing you to open water in a controlled 
and safe manner. This also gives you the opportunity to practice safety skills in the company 
of a qualified instructor or experienced diver. 

Sports Diver 

In sports diver training, the emphasis is on building a sound foundation of open water diving 
skills and experience through a series of structured practical lessons. Once you have gained 
this open water experience with a qualified instructor, you are ready to take part in dives with 
other Sports Divers or those of higher grades. 

Dive Leader 

Dive leader training concentrates on the responsibilities and safety aspects of leading other 
divers on an open water dive. Practical lessons in rescue management and rescue skills will 
give you the confidence and ability to deal with those unforeseen emergencies. Leading a 
dive will develop your enjoyment, confidence and experience as a diver. 

Advanced Diver 

The advanced diver course further develops your knowledge and skills. You will gain 
experience in planning and organising dives at different sites and under different 
circumstances. Additional experience will be gained in using small boats, chartwork, 
navigation and many other related skills. BSAC consider this grade as being a fully trained 
diver. 

First Class Diver 

The BSAC's highest diving grade which requires a higher than average level of theoretical 
knowledge, organisational and personal diving skills. The First Class Diver award is a 
culmination of a number of years' of diving experience. BSAC 1st Class Divers are assessed 
through nationally conducted examinations. 

Skill Development Courses 

You can further your diving skills by undertaking numerous skill development courses, these 
can be summarised into the following main areas; Rescue, Technical Diving, Seamanship, 
Scientific and Diving. 

Further information on the full range of skill development courses available can be found on 
the BSAC website however, some are shown in the figure on the following page. 
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DIVING WITH BATH SUB-AQUA CLUB 

If you have joined us as a qualified diver, or have completed your training, you are free to 
attend any organised club dive (space and qualifications permitting).  

Annual dive plan 

At the beginning of the year in February or March we hold a dive planning day. The day is 
used to plan the diving for the season by allocating diving weekends and producing dive 
plans for each site. 

When the overall dive plan has been completed it is published on the club website so you 
can plan your diving around your busy schedules! 

Diving with BathSAC - Plymouth 

During the Summer season from April to September our larger dive boat “UNCLE JOHN” is 
kept at Queen Anne’s Battery (QAB) Marina in Plymouth. We pay QAB for launch and 
recovery of the boat so using the boat is not dependant on whether you have someone with 
a tow bar! 

Diving out of Plymouth tends to be organised the Wednesday before the trip. In order to go 
diving you need to log your name with the Dive Manager by placing it on the diving planning 
sheet which is circulated round the pub on a Wednesday evening.  

The dive planning sheet header contains details of the planned dive, its location, depth, 
experience rating where relevant and the name of the Dive Manager. The Dive Manager will 
liaise with the Diving Officer to ensure suitable buddy pairings are arranged. 

Remember that if you can’t attend the pub, but wish to dive that weekend, you must phone 
the relevant Dive Manager before the Wednesday meeting, or send a message with another 
club member to get your name on the sheet (space permitting). 

Sometimes there are more divers than space in Uncle John, if this is the case, there are 
enough people and a tower is available we may take Bath Tub to Plymouth as well to 
maximise the number of people we can get in the water.  

Other diving with BathSAC 

Throughout the year the club will also organise diving at other destinations in the South West 
region, such as: The Manacles, Lundy Island, West Bay and The Scilly Isles.  

As these trips are further afield they tend to be organised well in advance. These trips will be 
advertised with a diving planning sheet in the folder circulated on a Wednesday night for you 
to sign up. 

Types of diving 

The club carries out a range of diving from wreck and scenic dives through to night dives. 
Many divers dive for the pleasure of experiencing the underwater world, but there are many 
other hobbies to pursue. For example, a number of club members are very much into 
underwater photography.  
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DIVE BOATS 

Uncle John 

5.5 m Humber RIB powered by a 
75hp Mariner outboard motor 

It is capable of carrying 6 divers in 
comfort and safety to offshore dive 
sites, or 8 divers to less distant or 
more sheltered inshore sites. 

Uncle John is kept at Queen Anne’s 
Battery (QAB) Marina Plymouth from 
March to October, handy for those 
club members who wish to dive but 
are unable to tow a boat to the coast. 

 

Bath Tub 

BathTub is the club’s newest boat, 
bought with a Sports Foundation 
grant.  

It is a 5.0m Humber RIB, powered by 
a 60hp Mariner outboard. 

It is capable of carrying 4 divers in 
comfort and safety to offshore dive 
sites, or 5 divers to less distant or 
more sheltered inshore sites. 

Bath Tub is garaged in Bath and is 
towed to the coast. 

 
 

Green Boat 

Green boat is the oldest of the clubs 
boats. It is a 4.8 m Zodiac Grande 
Raid inflatable boat, powered by an 
ex-RNLI 40hp Mariner outboard with 
tiller steering. 

It is capable of offshore dive outings 
but is best suited to shorter trips and 
more sheltered inshore diving, when it 
can carry 4 divers in safety and 
comparative comfort. 

Green Boat is garaged in Bath and is 
towed to the coast. 
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Boat Equipment 

Electronic Equipment 

GPS 
Echo sounder 
VHF radio 

Safety Equipment 

2 x Marinox O2 sets 
1 x Pelican case containing a Sabre O2 set 
Coastal flare packs 

First Aid Kit 

Plasters 
Large bandage 
Scissors 
Triangular bandages etc. 

Basic Tool Kit 

Pliers 
Spark plug spanner & spare spark plugs   
Pozi & Flat blade screwdrivers 
Tie wraps & gaffer tape etc. 

Miscellaneous Equipment 

Anchor 
A flag 
Boat pump   
Ropes 
Shot weight & buoy 
Spare oil  
Full fuel tanks 
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 CLUB MEMBERSHIP & DIVING FEES 

Introduction 

The following paragraphs provide a breakdown of all the costs associated with training and 
diving with the Club. 

Bath Sub-Aqua Club Fee Breakdown 

New Divers
Joining Fee 100.00£    
(Includes: Air, Equipment Loan & Training Pack)

Qualified BSAC Divers 
Joining Fee 25.00£      

Qualified non-BSAC Divers 
Joining Fee 25.00£      
Crossover pack (maximum) 35.00£      

Membership Fees (Paid by Standing Order) Per Month
Equivalent 
Per annum

Qualifications up to Dive Leader 12.00£      144.00£     
Advanced Diver & Open Water Instructors 11.50£      138.00£     
First Class Diver and Advanced Instructor 11.00£      132.00£     
Abated Member 10.50£      126.00£     
Junior Member / Student 10.00£      120.00£     
BSAC Direct member 8.50£        102.00£     

Equipment Loan Costs
Regulator 3.00£        per day
Buoyancy Compensator 3.00£        per day
Tank 3.00£        per day
Max Equipment Loan Cost 7.00£        per day

Dive Fees
Boat Fees (using club boats) 7.00£        per day
Visitor Boat Fees (using club boats) 12.00£      per day
Share of Boat Fuel Variable per day

Other Costs
Try Dive FREE
Swimming (Wednesday Nights) 2.00£        per night

Towing Club Boats
Do not pay Boat Fees FREE
Do not pay share of Boat Fuel FREE  

The information on this page is correct at the date of writing. The information will be subject 
to change and therefore costs may vary. 
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BSAC Annual Membership Fee (Included in Club Member ship Standing Order) 

BSAC Membership Fees 
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BSAC Membership Benefits 

BSAC DIVE – Monthly magazine delivered to your home it contains news of BSAC activities 
and stories from the world of diving. 

BSAC Publications – The BSAC publishes a range of manuals covering its diver training 
programme and associated subjects. These manuals are regularly updated to reflect current 
practice and new developments. Technical Publications are also available on a number of 
special topics. 

BSAC Technical Services – Help and guidance is available on most technical matters, either 
on-line or from our Diving Resources Section at BSAC HQ or our Regional Coaches. 

BSAC Qualification Cards – Qualification cards allow you to carry proof of your current 
BSAC diving grade for presentation when visiting a diving centre of club. 

The BSAC Coaching Service – A team of Regional and Area coaches organise advanced 
training courses in all areas and provide training support for Branches.  

The BSAC Shop – Based at the BSAC HQ, the shop offers a mail order and on-line service. 
The product range covers a wide range of BSAC leisure-wear and accessories together with 
the complete list of BSAC publications and other popular diving books. 

BSAC Travel Club – A major source of information on where to dive, who will take you there, 
who to dive with, what you will see. Guides are available on all major destinations, and some 
you may not have considered. Special prices are offered to BSAC members by our Preferred 
Travel Partners.  

BSAC Travel Insurance – Travel and equipment insurance specially adapted to divers' 
needs, arranged through the BSAC's insurance advisers. 

BSAC 3rd Party Insurance – Included in your member's benefits is 3rd Party Liability 
Insurance cover giving cover for up to £10,000,000. 

Special AA Membership Rates – Save up to £20 on your AA membership. 

BSAC Websites – In addition to www.bsac.com, the BSAC has a range of other websites 
dedicated to special interests within the club. 
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THE COMMITTEE 

Introduction 

Bath Sub-Aqua Club has an elected committee which holds meetings approximately every 6 
weeks to discuss issues such as the running of the Club, training etc. 

The full committee has 12 members, elected every November at the Club Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). The committee is comprised of:  

a) A Chairperson; 

b) A Diving Officer; 

c) A Training Officer; 

d) A Treasurer; 

e) An Equipment Officer; 

f) A Secretary; 

g) A Membership Secretary; and 

h) 5 Committee Members. 

Any club member may attend committee meetings in a non-voting capacity or ask a 
committee member to raise an issue on their behalf. With the exclusion of the post of Diving 
Officer any club member may volunteer to take a position on the committee. 

 

Chairman – Angus Watt 

Welcome to BathSAC. If you can commit 
the time and energy to the sport of scuba 
diving then the rewards will be 
proportionate. You only get out what you 
put in! Enjoy the sport at your own pace and 
you will be hooked for life. 

 

 

Diving Officer (DO) – Tony Williams 

Hi…my job is to make sure all diving trips 
and training sessions are operated as 
safely as possible. I am responsible for all 
divers within the club, so if anyone is going 
diving anywhere, please let me know! 
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Training Officer (TO) – Ed Bosworth 

Hi...my job is to arrange all aspects of 
training from beginners to advanced divers, 
plus all internal and external courses. There 
are wide ranges of courses to attend - 
diving itself is only the start. 

 

 

Treasurer – Neil Lilly 

“Give me all your money!”. Well that is all I 
seem to ask, however it is for a good cause 
– our diving club! I am also responsible for 
all outgoing payments such as boat 
maintenance and storage charges, pool hire 
and insurance costs etc. A balance sheet is 
prepared every year for the AGM. 

 

 

Equipment Officer (EO) – Kevin Bullock 

Hello…my role is to look after all the Club 
diving kit and boats. This involves issuing 
equipment to trainees, maintenance of the 
kit and boats, ensuring servicing intervals 
are adhered to and keeping records of all 
this for inventory purposes. 

 

 

Secretary – Mike George 

Hello. My job is to take minutes at all 
meetings and deal with any necessary club 
correspondence. All minutes will be 
available for members to read on our 
website. Speak to me if you want an item 
raised at a committee meeting. I also 
organise the AGM and deal with any 
proposals relating to our constitution. 
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Membership Secretary – Wendy 
Gwinneth 

Hi....The membership secretary is 
responsible for maintaining member 
records, keeping the email distribution list 
up-to-date, completing your joining 
paperwork and taking your membership 
payment on BSAC's behalf. 

 

 

Committee Members 

In addition to those on the committee with the specific jobs already mentioned we also 
have 5 committee members without portfolio. 

Dawn Biggs 

 

Pete Burriss 

 

Fiona Bowles 

 

Pete Plume 

 

Dave Raggett 
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BUYING DIVING EQUIPMENT 

Local Dive Shops 

The local bath dive shop unfortunately closed down in December 2009. The closest dive 
shops to Bath are now one of the following: 

Vobster Quay 
Upper Vobster 
Mells  
Somerset 
BA3 5SA 
Tel: 01373 814666 
Email: info@vobster.com 
Web: http://www.vobster.com/  

 

Subaquaholics @ 
Mikes Waterfront Warehouse 
Unit 1, Wyatts View 
St Anne's Village Centre 
Bristol  
BS4 4WW 
Tel : 0117 977 6227 
Email: shop@subaquaholics.co.uk  
Web: http://www.subaquaholics.co.uk/   

The Dive Zone 
Unit G21 
Avonside Enterprise Park 
Melksham 
Wiltshire 
SN12 8BS 
Tel: 01225 791440 
Email: info@thedivezone.co.uk  
Web: http://www.thedivezone.co.uk/   
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Approximate Equipment Costs 

Some estimated prices for reasonable quality equipment are listed in the table below: If you 
have any questions about equipment then don’t hesitate to ask a member of the Club. 

Basic Equipment
Approximate 

Cost
Mask 30.00£           
Snorkel 10.00£           
Fins (Pool only) 25.00£           
Fins (Sea & Pool) 60.00£           
Bootees (For use with Sea Fins) 25.00£           

SCUBA Equipment
Cylinder 120.00£         
Regulator 300.00£         
Buoyancy Compensator 200.00£         

Suit
Semi-dry Suit 180.00£         
Drysuit 450.00£         
Thermal Undersuit 100.00£         

Other Equipment
Weight Belt 5.00£             
Lead Weight 30.00£           
Knife 20.00£           
Torch 60.00£           
Compass 25.00£           
Kit Bag 50.00£            

The price of second-hand equipment varies too much to try to give any accurate figures. 
Expect to pay at most half of any of the new prices listed above. 


